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ClarksYille  Be  vs  cf  1861. 


By  POLK  G.  JOHNSOB. 

“Should  auld  acquaintance  be  forg'ot, 

And  never  brought  to  mind? 

Should  auld  acquaintance  be  forgot, 

And  days  o’  lang  syne.” 

The  Clarksville  boys  are  entitled  to  a record  “ For  auld 
lang  syne,”  my  dears. 

.STi-:wART  collegp:. 

This  institution,  founded  by  the  Ma.sons,  was  sold  to  the 
Presb^derian  Church  on  the  2.5th  of  October,  18.5o.  It  was 
known  as  Masonic  College  till  the  transfer. 

Why  it  was  called  Stewart  College  was  not  known  to  any 
of  the  boys  till  an  examination  of  the  official  records  of  the 
College,  from  which  I copy : 

“That  in  consequence  of  the  munificent  donation,  of  the 
long-continued  and  disinterested  services,  of  the  ardent  and 
untiring  devotion  to  science,  and  of  the  high  Christian  and 
moral  character  of  William  ]VI.  Stewart,  the  President  of 
said  institution,  that  it  be  called  in  honor  of  him.” 

The  la.st  catalogue,  issued  in  18.59-18(50,  gives  the  record  of 
the  College  as  folllows: 

BOARD  OF  TRFSTEKS. 

Bryce  Stewart,  Joshua  Elder,  D.  N.  Kennedy,  James  E. 
Bailey,  J.  G.  Hornberger,  H.  Dunlap,  John  McKeage,  .John 
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Stacker,  W.  P.  Iluiue,  A.  Kohb,  T.  J.  Pritcliett,  T.  J.  Mun- 
ford,  A,  G.  Price,  T.  F.  Pettus,  J.  E.  Broaddus,  J.  J.  White, 
Gallatin,  TeiDi.;  J.  B.  Wliite,  Xa^sliville,  Teiin.;  A.  G.  Adams, 
Nasliville,  Tenn.;  Pliilip  (tilchrist,  Courtland,  Ala.;  Biu't 
Harrington,  Tuscnnd)ia,  Ala.,  .1.  B.  P''riei’son,  Maury  county, 
Tenn.;  Rev.  A.  11.  Barkley,  Madisonville,  Tenn.;  11.  M. 
I’atton,  Florence,  Ala.;  Rev.  W.  A.  Harrison,  Knoxville, 
Tenn. 

FACULTY. 

Rev.  R.  B.  iMcAlnllen,  1).  1).,  President,  Professor  Mental 
and  Moral  Sciences;  Rev.  A.  A.  Doak,  1).  1).,  Professor  Latin 
and  Greek;  William  M.  Stewart,  A.  M.,  Professor  Natural 
Sciences;  W.  A.  Forbes,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Pure  and  Mixed 
Mathematics;  Rev.  T.  1).  Wardlaw,  A.  M.,  Professor  English 
Literature  and  Criticism;  E.  B.  Haskins,  IM.  1).,  Professor 
Chemistry;  .1.  K.  Patterson,  A.  IM.,  Adjunct  Professor  Latin 
and  Greek,  and  Princii)al  Preparatory  Department;  A.  C. 

Hirst,  Assistant  Preparatory  Department;  J.  E.  Broaddus, 
Treasurer;  W.  P.  Hume,  Secretai’y  of  the  Trustees. 

STFDKXTS. 

Senior  Class — W.  B.  IMunford,  Clarksville,  Tenn. 

.lunior  Class — Robert  W.  Pritchett,  Clarksville,  Tenn. 
Sophomore  Class — W.  .1.  Bell,  Newborn,  Tenn.;  Ci.  M.  Cal- 
len,  Summerlleld,  Ala.;  D.  F.  Clark,  Gallatin,  Tenn.;  W.  .1. 
Hearing,  .Ir.,  ( Ikolona,  Miss.;  H.  i\L  Doak,  Clarksville,  Tenn.; 

.1.  H.  Doak,  Clarksville,  Tenn.;  .1.  W.  .Jones,  CJallatin, 
Tenn.;  George  A.  Tomi)kins,  Clarksville,  Tenn.;  liugene 
Tojjp,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Freshman  Class — E.  B.  C’obb,  Clarksville,  Tenn.;  W^.  A. 
Garth,  Trenton,  Jvy.;  B.  A.  Haskins,  Clarksville,  Tenn.; 
Thomas  1).  Henry,  Hopkinsville,  Ky.;  Polk  G.  .Johnson, 
Clarksville,  Tenn.;  .Janius  l\ind)le,  Clarksville,  Tenn.;  G. 

W.  Leigh,  Clarksville,  Tenn.;  R.  E.  McCulloch,  Clarksville, 
Tenn.;  S.  Northington,  Port  Royal,  Tenn.;  R.  Ihlce,  Clarks- 
ville, Tenn.;  Wb  S.  Sawrie,  Clarksville,  Tenn. 

Scientific  Department — H.  N.  Allen,  Montgomery  county, 
Tenn.;  T.  IM.  Barnes,  Clarksville,  Tenn.;  C.  W.  JJradley, 

! Trenton,  Ky.;  H.  B.  Harris,  California;  Ij.  F.  House,  Clarks- 
ville, Tenn.;  W.  H.  McCulloch,  Clarksville,  Tenn.;  R.  C. 

, Neblett,  Clarksville,  Tenn.;  W.  W.  Thompson,  Gallatin,  ,, 
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Teiiii.;  A.  P.  Tuck,  Lafayette,  Ky.;  R.  T>.  Williams,  Plarks- 
, ville,  Teiin. 

Stewart  t’ollege — now  the  Southwestern  Presbyterian  Uni- 
versity— liad  its  buildings  and  its  campus  in  the  city  limits 
of  Clarksville.  Its  object  and  purpose  could  not  be  better 
expressed  than  in  the  language  of  him  for  whom  it  was 
named,  when  speaking  of  its  bnances : “ The  amount  to  be 

raised  will  place  the  college  on  that  elevated  position  of  use- 
fulness in  the  Church  and  in  the  world  which  will  l)e  her 
glory,  and  enable  her  as  a true,  ‘good  mother,'  to  open  her 
treasuries  of  knowledge  to  every  faithful,  zealous  and  earnest 
son  within  her  bounds,  and  beyond  her  bounds,  to  come  and 
partake  without  money  and  without  i)rice.” 

It  is  regretted  that  no  catalogue  was  issued  after  the  above- 
mentioned,  for  very  many  of  the  Prei)aratory  Department 
had  been  advanced  to  the  College  Department,  and  those  in 
the  College  Department  had  also  been  advanced,  and  many 
new  names  had  been  added.  Put  I wish  only  to  speak  from 
official  records.  To  confine  Stewart  College  to  the  above 
names  would  be  a great  injustice,  and  to  the  Clarksville  boys 
of  1801  a greater. 

The  boys  in  Stewart  College  at  the  beginning  of  1861  were 
engaged  in  a laudable  ambition  to  excel  each  other  in  their 
studies,  with  an  earnest  and  faithful  Faculty  aiding  them, 
and  the  other  boys  of  Clarksville  in  the  discharge  of  their 
daily  duties. 

excite.mp:xt  of  1801. 

About  this  time  a great  excitement  prevailed  over  the 
whole  country,  nowhere  greater  than  in  Clarksville.  Lin- 
coln had  been  elected  and  the  time  was  approaching  for  his 
inauguration.  The  cotton  States  had  seceded  and  were  pre- 
paring to  organize  a provisional  government  at  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  the  delegates  to  convene  on  the  4th  of  February, 
1801.  The  people  of  Tennessee,  distrustful  of  the  Governor 
and  its  Legislature,  had  a convention  called  direct  from  the 
people  to  meet  in  Nashville  on  the  2oth  day  of  February, 
1861,  and  also  to  vote  upon  the  question  of  “ Convention  or 
no  Convention.”  The  two  parties  of  this  and  counties  con- 
nected with  them  in  the  Flotorial  and  Senatorial  districts, 
each  called  conventions  to  meet  in  Clarksville  on  the  28th  of 
i January,  1801,  to  send  delegates  to  the  State  convention. 
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UNION  PARTY. 

Tlie  Tnion  party  met  first  in  the  Circuit  Court  room  of  the 
tlien  Court-liouse  (now  hurned),  and  after  a fnll  organization, 
itmong  tlie  first  speakers  called  on  was  Hon.  tJ.  A.  Henry, 
who  S[>oke  warndy  and  eloquentiy  of  our  sister  Southern 
States,  and  urged  our  people  to  join  tlieni.  Hon.  James  E. 
Jkiiley,  Hon.  Jolm  F.  House  and  Hon.  Cave  Johnson,  and 
l)erhaps  otliers,  also  spoke,  and  urged  tlie  people  to  stand  by 
the  Union. 

During  the  speech  of  Hon.  Cave  .Johnson,  it  then  being- 
late  in  the  day,  Hon.  Wm.  A.  Quarles  asked  the  speaker  to 
allow  him  to  interrupt  him,  winch  being  allowed,  he  ex- 
pressed his  regrets  at  having  to  interrupt  him,  but  as  a con- 
vention of  the  “ Southern  Rights  Ikirty  ” had  been  called  for 
that  day,  and  as  the  hour  had  long  since  passed  for  them  to 
meet,  and  it  appeared  this  convention  would  take  up  the 
whole  day,  he  desired  to  announce  that  the  “States  Rights 
Party  ” woulil  meet  at  once  in  the  County  Court  room  below. 
Hon.  (4.  A.  Henry  was  exi)ected  to  be  one  of  the  nominees 
of  this  convention,  but  his  speech  being  unsatisfactory,  he 
was  not  mentioned,  and  the  following  nominations  were 
made : 

Senatorial  District — Cave  .Johnson,  of  Montgomery. 

Pdotorial  District — James  E.  JJailey,  of  IMontgomery. 

f'ounty — .John  F.  House. 


SOUTHEKX  niGIITS  r.\KTV. 

Hon.  D.  N.  Jvennedy  was  called  to  the  chair.  \V.  T. 
Dortch  was  appointed  secretary. 

DELEGATES. 

•STKWAllT  t'OrXTV. 

T.  Ascue,  C.  S.  Summei-s,  S.  W.  Martin,  E.  D.  Sargent,  C. 
Brandon,  jr.,  A.  B.  Ross,  Christopher  Dudley  and  T.  H. 
Riggs. 

nOKERTSOX  COUNT V. 

L.  Moody,  .Jesse' Darden,  William  Gossett  and  Thomas 
Jones. 
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W.  L.  Iliter,  R.  F.  Ferguson,  31.  E.  Wilcox,  Dr.  Nick 
Northington,  Ivory  .Johnson,  3Iajor  31.  G.  Gholson,  1).  X. 
Kennedy,  Dr.  .James  Bowling,  3V.  T.  Dortch,  George  B. 
Fleece,  Dr.  E.  B.  Haskins,  W.  A.  Quarles  and  Dr.  .John  F. 
Outlaw. 

DAYID.SOX  COUXTY. 

B.  F.  Cheatham,  A.  .J.  Hooper,  George  Jveeling,  Col.  T. 
Taylor,  J.  R.  Bruce,  T.  CraighGid,  R.  3J.  Southall,  Archer 
Cheatham,  J.  F.  Brewer,  George  Diggons  and  George  Cun- 
ningham. 

Though  not  reported  as  delegates  the  proceedings  show 
that  3V.  E.  Lowe  and  Dr.  Thomas  3Janees  took  part  in  the 
convention. 

The  convention  made  nominations  as  follows  : 

Senatorial  District — G.  A.  Henry,  of  3Jontgomery.  j 

Flotorial  District — 3V.  P.  Bryan,  of  Davidson. 

County — G.  A.  Harrell. 

On  the  following  day  an  address  of  this  party  was  issued 
to  the  people  withdrawing  these  candidates,  and  setting 
forth  their  views  of  public  matters,  signed  : D.  X.  Kennedy, 

R.  F.  Ferguson,  Dr.  James  Bowling,  George  D.  3Jartin,  3V. 

A.  Quarles.  Thus  the  Union  candidates  were  left  without 
opposition. 

THK  p:lectiox. 

The  election  was  held  at  the  appointed  time.  The  Union 
party  carried  everything  before  them.  Their  candidates 
were  unanimously  elected,  the  convention  defeated.  An 
anomaly  in  politics;  the  election  of  their  own  candidates  i 
and  the  defeat  by  them  of  the  convention  they  themselves  ! 
called,  and  to  which  their  candidates  were  elected. 

TROUBLES  XOT  p;xi)i-:d. 

However  hopeful  the  State  may  have  been  of  these  results, 
it  is  not  safe  to  calculate  that  the  calm  of  January  and  Feb- 
ruary will  continue  through  the  year.  It’s  not  in  these 
months  that  the  thunder’s  peal  is  heard  and  the  lightning’s 
flash  is  seen  and  felt.  It’s  later  on.  So  with  the  calm  in  the 
State.  Jt  hardlv  waited  for  the  spring-time.  The  shot  was 
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lirecl.  Tlie  President  called  for  7o,()0(t  troops.  The  cloud 
which  had  hovered  over  the  State,  and  thought  to  have  been 
calnic'd,  gathered  its  strength,  and  a mighty  cyclone  swept 
it  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  especially  in  Clarksville 
and  iNIontgomery  county,  and  carried  everything  before  it ; 
even  the  mighty  old  oak  (Cave  .Johnson)  was  uprooted,  pro- 
testing always  against  the  right  of  secession,  but  believing 
in  the  right  of  revolution  ; and  protesting  still  more  against 
the  right  of  coercion,  which  he  had  done  as  early  as  1882,  in 
the  time  of  .Jackson.  Pie  was  seen  advising  all  young  men 
and  old  (who  were  able)  to  resist  with  arms. 

An  election  was  held  on  the  8th  of  .Tune,  1881,  for  “Sepa- 
ration or  Xo  Separation,”  when  Tennessee  joined  her  South- 
ern sisters  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  Clarksville  gave 
l»ut  one  vote  against  it,  Montgomery  county  but  eight,  as 
far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn. 

THK  P.Ef;[XNlX(i  OF  TFXXKSSKE’s  PAKT  IX  THE  WAK. 

A Declaration  of  Independence  having  been  submitted  by 
act  of  the  Legislature,  passeil  May  (Ith,  18(51,  the  Legislature 
ai>pointed  commissioners  “ to  enter  into  a (Military  League 
with  the  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States  and  with  such 
other  slaveholding  States  as  may  wish  to  enter  into  it,  hav- 
ing in  view  the  protection  and  defense  of  the  entire  South 
against  the  war  that  is  now  being  carrii'd  on  against  it.” 

( )n  the  same  day  the  Governor  was  ordered  to  call  out  a mil- 
itary force  of  2'),()()h  men  for  active  service  and  80, 000  men 
for  reserve.  The  (lovernor  was  authorized  to  issue  $5,000,- 
(Mio  of  bonds  for  the  defense  of  the  State,  and  the  “public 
faith  and  credit  of  the  State  for  the  payment  of  interest, 
etc.,”  was  iiledged.  County  Courts  were  authorized  to  assess 
and  levy  taxes  for  the  relief  and  support  of  the  families  of 
volunteers  whilst  in  actual  service. 

Lnder  these  provisions  of  law  and  others,  with  special  di- 
rection, the  (then)  Governor  of  Tennessee,  Isham  G.  Harris, 
called  for  25,000  troo^is.  The  Clarksville  boys  made  prompt 
resi)onse.  X^o  longer  were  groups  of  college  l)oys,  earnest  in 
their  studies,  to  lie  seen  under  the  shade  of  the  old  oaks  in 
the  college  campus  engaged  with  their  books ; no  longer  the 
idle  in  gay  conversation  upon  the  steps  of  the  college.  The 
whole  scene  was  changed — liooks  were  throwm  away,  and 
the  grounds  became  a Champ  de  Mars.  The  tramj)  of  the 
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soklier,  the  eouiniaiids  of  tlie  officer  (Prof.  Win.  A.  Forlies) 
were  alone  to  be  seen  or  heard  upon  tlie  “'rounds  or  in  tlie 
lialls  of  the  college,  and  the  same  siiirit  animated  the  boys 
not  in  college.  This  spirit  was  not  confined  to  the  boys — the 
men  were  equally  enthusiastic,  and  the  noble  women  sur- 
pa.ssed  them  all. 

The  first  public  meeting  ijerhaps  ever  held,  when  soldiers 
were  present,  was  in  front  of  the  Bank  of  Tennessee  (now 
the  Bank  of  Clarksville)  when  Capt.  Wm.  A.  Forbes 
marched  his  company  (the  writer  at  the  time  being  one)  and 
took  position  immediately  in  front  of  the  stone  steps  now 
standing.  At  that  time  the  present  market-house  was  not 
built,  and  it  was  supposed  that  this  was  the  best  place  for  a 
l)ublic  meeting.  A large  crowd  was  present,  and  many 
strong  and  patriotic  speeches  were  made.  Speaking  now 
from  memory,  I only  remember  Isaac  Brunson,  Cave  John- 
son and  J.  O.  Shackelford,  though  others  spoke.  The  boys 
and  the  men  were  urged  to  battle,  and  the  latter  sj^eaker 
specially  urged  his  own  son,  then  in  the  company,  to  die,  if 
needs  be,  in  the  defense  of  his  country.  I might  add  here 
that  the  son,  a boy,  obeyed  the  advice,  and  the  battle-field 
of  Gettysburg  now  holds  his  bones. 

The  ladies  organized  a sewing  society  in  the  room  now 
occupied  by  John  F.  Couts,  to  which  nearly  every  lady  in 
Clarksville  belonged,  and  nearly  their  whole  time  was  given 
to  making  clothing  for  the  soldiers. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  into  a detail  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  Forbes’  company  and  regiment,  the  Fourteenth  Ten- 
nessee, Sugg’s  Fiftieth  Tennessee,  Quarles’  Forty-second, 
Bailey’s  Forty-ninth,  Heiman’s  Tenth,  Woodward’s  cavalry, 
Dorth’s  cavalry  and  other  commands,  Init  simply  to  call 
attention  to  the  spirit  of  the  people  at  that  time,  which 
urged  the  Clarksville  boys  to  action. 

Even  as  Abraham  journeyed  to  the  Mount  of  (Moriah, 
bearing  his  son,  his  “ only  begotten  son  Isaac,”  to  be  oftered 
as  a burnt  offering,  did  these  boys  journey  to  the  mountains 
of  Tennessee,  Georgia  and  Virginia,  bearing  with  them  a 
greater  sacrifice — themselves  ( for  what  greater  sacrifice  than 
offering  one’s  self  for  another,  or  for  a cause).  But  unlike 
Abraham,  no  “ ram  caught  in  a thicket  by  his  horns”  was 
there  as  a substitute.  The  sacrifice  was  made,  and  to-dav 
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nearly  every  field  of  l>attle  from  the  Potomac,  yea,  from  be- 
yond, from  Gettysbnr”-  to  the  Mississippi  river,  claims  the 
precious  bones  of  some  of  the  Clarksville  boys  ; and  crossing 
this  mighty  river  into  the  Trans-Mississippi  ])e})artment  (as 
it  was  known  in  war  times)  one  is  believed  to  have  fallen 
along  with  the  nol)le  hoy  of  Texas,  a son  of  the  hero  of  San 
Jacinto  (a  friend  and  comj)anion  of  the  writer  in  prison)  as 
nohk'  in  his  manhood  and  appearance  as  his  father,  and  who 
doubtless  went  into  the  battle  remembering  that  the  bridges 
were  cut  behind  him,  and  with  the  words  of  the  old  hero, 
“ Remember  the  Alamo,”  “ Victory  or  Death,”  still  fresh  in 
his  mind,  he  met  death  as  the  brave  only  can. 

Before  i)roceeding  further,  however,  ]>rol)ahly  I should 
give  the  records  of  the  students  mentioned  above  of  Stewart 
College.  Their  names  are  simply  given  as  the  only  official 
rec'ord  I could  obtain,  and,  as  I learned,  the  last  issued  of 
the  College  Department.  I give  it  simply  in  illustration. 
The  college  l)oys  who  had  been  graduated  did  their  duty  as 
well.  The  i)rep.u’atory  dei)artnient  etpially  so. 

The  boys  of  Clarksville  and  the  college  were  equally  true. 
As  I say,  I give  these  simi)ly  as  a sample  of  the  action  of  all 
the  Clarksville  boys. 

Above  ari'  named  thirty-two  hoys.  From  the  best  in- 
formation, aftcT  much  iinpiiry,  of  the  number  there  entered 
the  Confederate  army  twenty-nine,  leaving  but  three  wdiq 
did  not.  Of  the  twenty-nine  who  went  to  the  war  all  were 
faithful.  There  were  killed  in  battle  sixteen ; died  by  dis- 
ease in  war  or  since,  seven  ; total  deaths,  twenty-three;  sur- 
vivors, nine. 

I do  not  wish  to  say  anything  of  the  details  of  the  war,  of 
any  of  its  battles  or  engagements  in  this  connection.  The 
boys  met  all  its  requirements.  It  is  a mistaken  idea  to 
think  the  horrors  of  war  are  composed  simply  of  battles. 
There  is  ladson  life.  Who  that  has  been  a prisoner  doesn’t 
understand  that  ? Then  the  march  through  mud  and  water ; 
then  the  march  through  the  dust  of  Mississippi ; then  the 
weariness  of  camp  life ; then  the  fatigue  of  the  knapsack  and 
I cartridge  box  on  the  march;  then  the  exposure,  without 
I cover  and  without  blankets ; then  the  freezing  cold ; then 
the  empty  canteen  ; then  the  empty  havei’sack  ; then  thii-st ; 
, then  hunger ; then  the  going  hare-footed  ; then  the  sore  feet ; 
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then  the  military  discipline ; then  battle ; then  death  ; then 
to  the  survivors  the  burial  of  the  dead  ; then  defeat  and  re- 
treat ; then  continued  strugg-le ; then  hopes  destroyed  ; tlien 
patriots  rallying,  and  again  and  again  a repetition  of  all 
these  troubles,  through  four  long  years  of  war,  with  the 
parents  and  friends  of  the  boys  at  liome,  with  rare  commun- 
ieextion  with  them,  and  the  boys  never  seeing  them,  wnile 
many  passed  into  the  grave.  These  are  but  a few  of  the 
trials.  Yet  the  Clarksville  boys  and  Stewai’t  College  boys 
bravely  and  faithfully  bore  them  all. 


THE  RETURN. 
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A few,  only,  of  the  Clarksville  boys,  under  a kind  Provi- 
dence, were  permittexl  to  return.  They  came,  ixs  paroletl 
prisoners,  to  their  homes. 

Six  from  Appomattox  Court  House,  Va.,  concluderl  to  take 
what  was  known  as  the  “Northern  Route” — Dr.  T.  D. 
Johnson,  Wm.  H.  Green,  A.  J.  Allensworth,  myself,  and 
two  others  whose  names  are  not  now  remembered. 

After  a walk  of  one  hundred  miles  we  arrived  in  Richmond 
on  the  Kith  day  of  April,  IHlio.  As  soon  as  we  could  get 
passports  we  went  to  Baltimore.  When  we  rexiched  Balti- 
more, with  other  Confederates,  the  howl  of  the  mob  wa.s 
heard  : “ Hang  them  ! hang  them  ! hang  them  ! ” was  heard 
on  every  side.  “ They  won’t  sterve  any  more  Union  prison- 
ers.” “ They  won’t  assa.ssinate  any  other  Presitlent.  ” 
“Hang  them!  hang  them!”  and  thousands  followed  us 
with  this  cry,  so  much  so  that  we  were  advised  not  to  go  to 
the  tables  to  get  our  meals,  and  did  not.  I have  read  of  the 
howl  of  the  mob,  but  never  knew'  its  meaning  until  then. 
I am  glad,  however,  to  say  it  came  from  the  citizens  and 
“ Home  Guards,”  who  never  heard  the  sound  of  a cxinnon 
nor  the  whistle  of  a bullet.  The  soldiers,  xvho  met  us  on  the 
field,  treated  us  with  courtesy  wherever  we  met  them,  as  the 
brave  always  treat  the  brave. 

This  was  the  treatment  of  the  so-calletl  citizens  and  Home 
Guards.  Its  real  and  true  citizens  were  faithful  then  as  ever 
in  the  pa.st.  When  they  could  avoid  the  mob  every  atten- 
tion was  paid  us.  Clothing  wxxs  furnishetl,  money  w as  given 
to  bear  our  expenses  home  after  the  Federal  Government 
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had  refused  us  further  transportation.  Aniono'  the  number 
(so  long  time  lias  passed)  1 can  only  mention  a few:  Mr. 
McGraw,  postmaster  of  Baltimoie  in  1844  ; Mr.  (McLaughlin, 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  Barnnm’s  Hotel;  his  noble  sister; 
Mr.  Williams,  brother  of  Capt.  'Williams,  of  Archer’s  staff, 
and  the  whole  of  Barnnm’s  Hotel,  i)roi)rietors,  clerks  and 
employes,  and  many,  many  others  whose  names  I regret  I 
cannot  remember.  While  1 regret  the  impossibility  of  giv- 
ing all  names,  I do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  under  all  the 
surroundings  and  circumstances  this  was  the  most  gratefxd 
service  ever  rendered  the  Confederates. 


On  the  22(1  day  of  April,  IsiJ.j,  these  six,  as  the  first  paroled 
prisoners,  arrived  upon  a train  at  the  depot,  near  where  the 
old  passenger  dejjot  used  to  stand  (in  front  of  the  residence 
of  1 )r.  Kd.  Thomas. 

They  returned  as  prisoners  upon  [)arole;  their  flag  had 
ceased  to  wave;  they  came  in  defeat;  they  came  helpless 
and  hoi)eless,  hut  thanks  to  Hod  the  same  noble  women  who 
had  hade  them  go  to  battle  were  there.  Mdiatever  men  may 
have  done,  the  women  were  there.  Upon  one  hill  the  Fed- 
eral soldiers  had  congregated ; ni»on  the  other,  or  rather  at 
the  train,  the  women  had,  the  information  of  onr  return 
having  Ixeen  sent  by  Bryce  Stewart  from  Louisville,  who 
had  kindly  aided  onr  return.  Never  did  men  have  a warmer 
receixtion.  Had  we  returned  with  a triumphal  car  and  the 
trophies  of  war  it  could  not  have  Ixeen  more  impressive. 

Following  the  commands  of  our  parole  we  remained  qui- 
etly at  home,  hut  we  found  a “ civil  ” government  had  been 
organized.  The  military,  it  is  sui)posed,  gave  way. 

Holding  in  my  hand  now,  1 copy  from  a circular  issinxl 
Ixefore  our  return,  calling  upon  the  people  of  Montgomery 
county  to  organize  a “civil  government,”  signed  .1.  O. 
Shackelford,  ,J.  T.  Johnson,  W.  B.  llnssell,  (i.  H.  Warfield 
and  T.  F.  Pettus. 


Fvery  one  of  these  voted  for  “ Separation,”  or  refrained 
from  voting.  They  say  “civil  law  having  been  suspended, 
and  by  lapse  of  time  the  various  offices  for  the  control  and 
regulation  of  the  country  and  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  of 
the  State,  having  become  vacant,”  it  is  imjxortant,  etc.,  to 
elect,  etc. 

It  is  important,  it  seems,  to  give  the  people  in  doubt  of 
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the  le<?ality  some  assuraiiee,  so  here  it  i;:  “ iMany  of  your 
slaves  have  left  and  tlie  Feder  d officers  are  forbuUlen,  by 
positive  law,  from  restoriii«-  tliem,  or  aiding'  yoa  in  tlieir  re- 
capture; but  we  assure  you,  upon  the  “authority  of  the 
Commaiuler  of  the  Post,”  etc.,  etc.,  that  the  rigid  to  slaves 
was  as  perfect  as  before.” 

“/V  "X"  'If  TV  *)t  X"  ir 

“ Are  you  anxious  to  be  relieved  of  the  military?” 

■Jf  ■X  TV  "Tr  "X  ■jf 

“ Any  one  desirous  of  voting  can  fix  liis  status  liy  taking 
an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Ignited  States  and 
tlie  Constitution  of  the  State,  as  reijuired  by  “ every  voter.” 

■X-X-X-X-Jf-XX-* 

“ INIan  cannot  hold  a divided  allegiance  ! If  he  is  loyal  he 
is  for  his  Government  and  against  ‘all  its  enemies,  and  de- 
sires the  success  of  its  arms.’  ” 

'XX’X'X'XXX'X' 

“ If  a man  does  not  regard  himself  a citizen  of  the  State,  as 
declared  by  the  Constitution,  lie  cannot  complain  of  not  being 
allowed  to  vote.  lie  can  take  no  jiart  in  the  Government, 
and  cannot  be  permitted  to  aid  in  controlling  it.” 

XXX-X-XXXX 

“ The  act  of  her  Governor  and  le  gislature  threw  her  in 
hostility  to  the  Federal  authority,  which  was  the  paramount 
law  of  the  land,  and  was  in  violation  of  her  own  Constitu- 
tion.” 

XXXXX-X-XX 

“ Were  you  not  as  free  under  the  government  of  your 
fathers  as  you  wished  or  desired?  Were  you  not  as  prosper- 
ous and  happy  as  you  could  expect  to  be  under  any  govern- 
ment that  could  be  established  by  man  ?” 

******-5i-* 

“ The  evils  upon  us  will  be  increased;  you  will  have  no 
courts  ; the  rites  of  marriage  must  cease,  as  no  one  is  author- 
ized to  issue  license ; no  one  is  authorized  to  make  title  for 
the  transfer  of  property  ; the  right  of  trial  by  law  suspended  ; 
the  protection  of  person  and  property  ‘ outside  of  the  Fed- 
eral lines’  will  be  now  insecure;  crime  will  increa.se  with 
awful  rapidity ; the  military  will  continue  to  occupy  the 
county,  and  ‘ by  its  stern  and  iron  rule  you  will  be  gov- 
erned.’ ” 
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The  Clarksville  boys,  by  the  “ vote”  of  every  one  of  the 
above,  as  believed,  bad  been  absent  from  Clarksville  for 
four  lono:  years  and  were  either  dead  or  bad  not  returned 
when  this  was  issued. 


CIVIL  (iOVEHNMKNT, 


The  reason  for  this  address,  aeeording  to  its  statements, 
was  to  establish  civil  government.  How?  The  C’onstitu- 
tion  so  bxes  the  right  of  the  voter,  etc.,  as  they  say,  and  be 
must  take  an  oath.  Before  whom?  No  civil  officer  in  the 
whole  country  authorized  to  adnunister  an  oath  upon  their 
statement,  but  before  a Federal  soldier. 

Think  of  it  to-day  ! Every  office  in  the  county  is  filled — a 
judge,  three  clerks,  three  deputy  clerks,  three  notaries  public 
and  three  magistrates  in  the  Twelfth  District  and  two 
magistrates  in  each  civil  district,  and  every  citizen  is  re- 
(piired  to  taki*  an  oath  of  allegiance.  How  many  voters 
would  you  have?  Yet  these  men  then  assumed  to  command 
the  citizen  not  only  to  take  the  oath,  hut  before  one  officer, 
and  that  a Federal  soldier,  before  they  could  exercise  the 
right  of  franchise.  No  wonder  that  .Joshua  Elder,  Cave 
•Johnson,  Bryce  Stewart,  Deter  O’Neal  and  others  were  not 
j)ermitted  “ to  vote.” 

And  yet  all  these  men  had  voted  for  “ Separation.”  But 
the  government  they  wished  to  estalilish  was  to  be  “civil.” 

The  til’s!  sign  of  this  civil  government  which  ever  crossed 
our  ])ath  was  Hon.  .1.  O.  Shackelford,  on  horseliack,  with 
twenty-five  or  thirty  h’ederal  cavalry  as  a body  guard,  es- 
corting him  to  Siiringfield,  Tenn.,  as  the  chancellor  of  this 
division,  to  hold  his  court. 

The  Provost  Marshal  was  King.  On  one  occasion  I was 
asked  by  one  of  these  “civil  officers”  when  talking  with 
friends,  “ if  1 dared  to  make  such  a statement  in  his  pres- 
ence.” He  was  King  also.  I didn’t  know  then  that  he  was 
a “civil  officer,”  hnt  supposed,  from  his  dictatorial  manner, 
that  he  was  a “ military  ” officer.  I replied  that  I had  dared 
to  make  such  a statement  in  the  presence  of  the  “ soldiers  ” 
of  the  Fi'deral  army  whenever  I met  them,  and  that  they 
had  not  only  treated  me  with  respect,  but  cordially.  The 
statement  was  simply  that  in  a certain  battle  we  had  ! 
wliipiied  the  Yankees. 
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I have  given  the  above  as  far  as  I can  from  official  papers 
and  memory.  I have  felt  that  I sliould  discharge  this  duty 
to  “ the  Clarksville  boys,”  incomplete  as  it  is. 


MEMORIES. 

We  are  told  that  memories  must  be  blotted  out.  No, 
never ! Go  to  the  Fourteenth  Tennessee  Regiment  and  ask 
them  to  forget  Forbes  and  Harrel  and  the  long  list  of  dead 
they  left  behind  them  ? Go  to  the  Tenth  Tennessee  Infantry 
and  ask  them  to  forget  Randall  McGavock,  and  Heiman, 
and  the  others  of  their  dead?  Go  to  the  Forty-Ninth  Ten- 
nessee Regiment  and  ask  them  to  forget  Alfred  Robb, 
Anderson,  Theo.  Coulter,  Bob  Bringhurst  and  others  of 
their  dead  ? Go  to  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee  Regiment  and  ask 
them  to  forget  Cyrus  Sugg,  Thomas  Beaumont,  Chris.  Rob- 
ertson, Fletcher  Beaumont  and  others  of  their  dead?  Go  to 
Morgan’s  Cavalry  and  ask  them  to  forget  Morgan  and  their 
dead?  Go  to  Woodard’s  Cavalry  and  ask  them  to  forget 
Woodard  and  their  dead?  Go  to  the  Tenth  Tennessee 
Cavalry  and  ask  them  to  forget  their  dead  ? Go  to  the  boys 
at  Fort  Donelson  and  ask  them  to  forget  that  noble  man, 
Reuben  Ross,  who  was  afterwards  killed  in  battle?  Go, 
where  I can  speak  from  personal  knowledge,  to  the  officers 
and  men  of  Quarles’  Brigade  and  ask  them  to  forget  its  ac- 
tion in  the  war?  See  them  in  the  engagements  around 
Atlanta?  See  them  formed  for  the  charge  on  the  ?8th  day 
of  July,  1864,  within  150  yards  of  the  enemy’s  works  (a  day 
that  this  brigade  will  never  forget)?  See  the  conflict,  and 
the  General  pressing  his  men  forward?  See  his  horse  killed 
under  him?  See  him  dismount  a staff  officer,  and  mount- 
ing the  second  it  is  killed  under  him?  See  him  dismount 
the  second  staff  officer,  and  the  third  horse  falls  under  him  ? 
See  poor  Ashton  Johnston,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  A.  D.  C.  to  the 
General,  shot  through  the  head  and  killed?  See  Col.  W.  F. 
Young,  of  the  Forty-Ninth  Tennessee  Regiment,  as  his  arm 
is  torn  from  him  by  the  shots  of  the  enemy  and  a minie  ball 
is  imbedded  in  the  large  silver  watch  over  his  heart  ? See 
Capt.  Dunlap,  from  Charlotte,  drop,  killed  while  he  is  carry- 
; ing  Col.  Young  from  the  field?  See  Capt.  Thos.  H.  Smith 
assuming  the  command  of  the  Forty-Ninth  Tennessee  Regi- 
irKPnt  after  six  of  his  superior  officers  have  fallen  ? See  the 
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c-olors  of  tlie  re<iiinent  witfi  its  flag-staff  sliot  througli  and 
tliirty-two  bullets  sent  through  the  flag?  8ee  t'ol.  White,  of 
the  Fifty-Third  Tennessee,  shot  down?  Bee  (’ol.  Knox,  of 
the  First  Alabama  Regiment,  shot  down?  Bee  the  other 
ottieers  and  men  who  were  killed  and  wounded?  Bee  the 
retreat  of  about  loO  yards,  and  a new  line  formed,  and  hear 
the  fearfnl  cries  of  the  wounded  hnt  a short  distance  from  it 
(within  hearing)  but  beyond  their  reach?  Bee  the  fearful 
carnage,  by  cvhich  more  than  one-half  of  the  Indgade  was 
kilh'd  or  wounded  ? Bee  the  hospital  next  day,  with  its  pile 
of  am])utated  limbs,  and  tlie  suffering  of  the  wounded?  Go 
to  the  graves  of  ])Oor  Ashton  .lohnston  (a  boy  of  eighteen 
years)  and  ('apt.  Dunlap,  the  only  two  of  our  dead  carried 
from  the  field?  Bee  the  cottins  made  for  them  of  planks  off 
an  old  fence,  and  hear  the  solemn  service,  as  it  is  read, 
“Earth  to  Earth,  Ashes  to  Ashes,  Dust  to  Dust,”  in  the 
presence  of  a few  men,  for  no  women  were  there  (the  en- 
(uny’s  shell  and  shot  having  driven  them  away)?  Who  can 
think  of  a grave  without  a woman? 

The  idea  prevails  that  men  in  war  become  used  to  the 
sight  of  blood  and  are  hard-hearted.  No  greater  mistake 
was  ever  made.  Duty  compels  them  at  times  to  “ let  the 
dead  bury  their  dead,”  but  the  sorrow  to  the  soldier  over  his 
fallen  comrade  is  ecpial  to  that  any  man  is  ever  called  on  to 
bear. 

“ For  he  to-day  that  sheds  his  l)lood  with  me 

Bhall  he  my  brother:  be  he  ever  so  vile. 

This  day  shall  gentle  his  condition.” 


When  we  remember  this  day  and  the  oflicial  report  of 
(Quarles’  Brigade  on  the  next,  recording  the  names  of  the 
killed  and  wounded,  being  over  one-half  of  the  brigade,  and 
remember  our  friends  (men  like  ourselves,  with  the  same 
prospects  in  life),  is  it  strange  we  should  have  felt — 

“Thou  grim  King  of  Terrors,  thou  life’s  gloomy  foe! 

Go  frighten  the  coward  and  slave; 

Go  teach  them  to  tremble,  fell  tyrant;  but  know 
No  terrors  hast  thou  to  the  brave! 

“Thou  strik’st  the  dull  peasant;  he  sinks  in  the  dark. 
Nor  saves  e’en  the  wreck  of  a name! 

‘Thou  strik’st  the  young  hero — a glorious  mark — 

^ lie  falls  in  the  blaze  of  his  fame.’  ” 
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Can  we  forget  tlie  long,  dreary  marches  from  Atlanta,  the 
fight  at  Jonesboro,  and  the  proiul  exultation  in  every  step 
of  the  boys  as  they  came  upon  Sherman’s  rear,  cut  his  com- 
munications, and  took  ii])  the  lino  of  march  for  Tennessee. 

C’an  we  forget  the  I)ar(*f(joted  boys  who  marched  the  rocky 
hills  of  Georgia  and  Alabama  with  the  blood  running  from 
their  shoele.ss  feet,  and  who  would  each  evening,  when  the 
weary  march  ^\'as  ended,  almost  tight  for  a green  hide, 
stripped  from  the  cattle,  with  which  to  make  them  mocca- 
sins? These  hoys  left  their  homes  with  the  almost  certainty 
of  imia’isonment,  and  of  death.  They  received  the  one  or 
the  other — “death  or  imprisonment — the  great  majority 
both” — these  boys  in  Quarles’  Brigade  nncomjdainingiy 
following  their  leader.  Ask  them  of  the  march  into  Tennes- 
see and  the  battle  of  Franklin,  with  only  a small  ])art  of  the 
army,  sei)arated  from  their  supply  trains,  with  little  artillery, 
the  same  unfaltering  heroes  dashing  at  the  enemy’s  lines? 
Ask  them  about  the  “ Rebel  yell”  when  the  first  lines  were 
taken  ? About  the  unbroken  ranks  as  they  pushed  on  for 
the  second  time,  hidden  l)y  the  smoke  of  the  enemy’s  guns, 
Avith  their  comrades  falling  around  them,  their  feet  torn  from 
under  them  by  shot  and  shell,  and,  exhausted,  falling 
against  the  enemy’s  works?  Recovering  their  breath  they 
mounted  the  works  to  be  pushed  hack  by  superior  numbers. 
Unconquered  as  they  were,  they  pushed  the  guns  over  the 
works  where  others  were  fighting. 

Ask  about  the  old  cotton  gin?  Ask  this  brigade  to  forget 
its  Gen.  William  xV.  Quarles,  the  man  w ho,  among  the  first 
of  the  people,  called  the  boys  to  arms,  and  who  “to  the  last” 
was  with  them  ? 

xVsk  them  to  forget  the  fearful  charge  at  b'ranklin,  w hen 
their  “General,”  more  unfortunate  than  in  the  “past,”  had 
no  horses  killed  under  him,  but  himself  was  carried  to  the 
rear  by  one  of  his  old  faithful  horses  still  left  ? xV  kind 
Providence,  in  the  past,  had  spared  him.  In  the  other  con- 
flicts he,  in  his  service  to  his  country,  had  lost  three  horses. 

; Now’  he  is  carried  to  the  rear,  shot  through  the  hand  (severely) 
and  also  through  the  arm.  Severely  shot  tw’ice  he  remained 
in  the  hospital  until  long  after  the  close  of  the  war. 

x\sk  this  brigade  to  forget  Theo.  Coulter,  Robert  Bring- 
hurst,  .1.  G.  Ilalloday,  Robert  .1.  Goostree,  .1.  B.  .Jarrell  and 
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many  others  who  were  killed  ; the  gallant  Col.  Thomas  M. 
Atkins,  who  was  captured,  and  others? 

Ask  them  to  forget  the  manly  form  of 

STEPHEN  A.  COWEEY, 

a boy  of  2(l  years  of  age,  when  five  fatal  shots  went  through 
his  body,  and  he  was  “gathered  to  his  Father’s?”  He  was 
an  “orphan  boy,”  but  a true  soldier  always,  and  no  man  of 
(Quarles’  Brigade  will  ever  forget  him. 

CAPT.  THOS.  11.  SMITH. 

The  Clarksville  lioys  are  not  willing  to  forget  Capt.  Smith 
(the  few  of  us  who  are  left).  They,  like  all  other  boys  in 
time  of  great  trouble  (in  fact,  at  all  times  need  a father.) 
When  captured  at  Fort  Donelson,  and  they  were  carried  to 
Camp  Douglass,  at  Chicago,  111.,  he  was  a father  to  them, 
and  closed  as  brilliant  a career  as  any  man  might  be  proud 
of,  being  shot  through  the  neck,  at  Franklin,  in  the  very 
fiercest  struggle  of  the  battle ; and  being  made  a prisoner, 
did  not  recover  till  long  after  the  war. 

Ask  the  boys  to  forget  the  above ! 

Then  go  ask  the  Christian  to  forget  Bethlehem  and  the  life 
of  sacrifice  and  sutfering  it  gave  the  world  ? To  forget  Geth- 
semane  and  Calvary — “the  agony  and  bloody  sweat;  ” the 
scourges  and  the  crown  of  thorns  ; the  cross  and  its  Victim? 

When  the  Christian  forgets  these,  Christianity  is  dead. 

When  the  patriot  forgets  the  sacrifices  made  for  country, 
patriotism  is  dead. 

But  these  memories  are  holy  memories,  not  to  be  dragged 
into  politics ; they  are  to  be  preserved  as  we  preserve  the 
memory  of  those  dear  to  us  who  sleep  in  our  cemeteries. 


